
ASPA (NSW) ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

2011 AGM MINUTES OF MEETING

held on Sunday 2 October 2011 at Revesby Workers Club

The meeting was opened by President Mark Smith at 1.30 pm

1.  Attendance

1.1 Present:  42 ASPA (NSW) Members

2.  Minutes of AGM Meeting 3 October 2010

Moved by Greg Pinchbeck and seconded by Denise Smith that the Minutes be accepted.

3.  Matters arising out of previous minutes

Raya Wilkinson raised item 8, being 3 year 5 year or 10 year memberships.  Mark said this has covered in the newly revised Constitution.

4.  President’s Report - presented by Mark Smith

a. Committee met 3 times during the year in November, February and June.

b. Wyong club closed.

c. New clubs opened at Umina by Sandra Elliott, Kiama by Beryl Pearson and Bonny Hills by Bernadette Chance.

d. Two new computers were purchased within the past year.

e. ASPA ran 7 tournaments since October 2010:
Spring Marathon
Janboree
CSIM
Handicap Matchplay (revamped)
Winter Challenge
Winter Masters
NSW Championships.


f. Possible reformatting of 2012 CSIM was considered and then placed on hold.

g. Rethink of Matchplay format making it a Handicap tournament - there has been both positive and negative feedback.  Committee will decide at next meeting whether the new format is to be retained.

h. Australian Masters and SCT Hosting - was held in Adelaide in 2011, possibility of it being held in Sydney in 2012 but yet to be decided by CASPA.

i. There were 3 Youth Fundraising tournaments held in the past 12 months.

j. -Constitution Update - Associations Incorporation Act 2009 (NSW).  A subcommittee was formed which included Bob Jackman, Chris May, Wilma Vialle and Joanne Craig.  This is to be voted on in General Business.

k. The Joan Rosenthal and Tournament Medal software was written and refined by Michael McKenna.

l. A new email list was formed for the NSW committee.

m. NSW scorebook levy was increased from $1 per day to add 50 cents extra for each additional day after the first day for multi-day tournaments - all clubs that run multi-day tournaments have been advised.

n. Tournaments with advertised prize pools will in future have a pro-rata clause added, based on number of players attending.

o. Mystery word starts at $50 and increments by $10.  Donna McDonald won it in January at $370.

p. Scrabble NSW supported Edward Okulicz and Chris May towards their WSC expenses.

q. New word list commences on 1 January 2012 - books available through Bob Jackman.

r. Membership reported as 285 with approximately 50 yet to renew.

Mark reported the following main CASPA issues:

· New rules - 1 July, especially the empty hand rule

· Nationals entries - timings and ratings

· Ratings advisory committee reinstatement

· CASPA state levy increased to $3 from $2.50.

5.  Treasurer’s Report  -  presented by Rene Chelton

Rene reported another successful year for Scrabble NSW although having a decrease in net assets of $759.  There was a loss of #986 from operating activities and a $259 surplus on stock sales. 

Net assets now stand at $19,752.  Of this $6,216 came from fundraising and interest accrued on investments.

Out of these funds during the financial year we paid:

· $700 to our seven NSW players selected to travel to New Zealand to represent Australia in the annual Trans Tasman Tournament;

· $185 to three players representing the NSW team at the Australian Masters; and

· $1,000 to support the Queensland Flood Appeal.

During the upcoming year we have pledged $250 each to the two NSW players representing Australia at the World Championships in Poland.

A total of $696 GST was paid, it was then requested and received from the Australian Tax Office during the financial year.

At present we have $13,000 invested on term deposit with IMB at $6% to mature on 15 December 2011.

6.  Election of New Committee
a. The following nominations were received and were elected unopposed:


President


Mark Smith


Vice President

Bob Jackman


Treasurer


Rene Chelton


Secretary


Colleen Walker


Equipment Officer
Garth van Vliet


Membership Officer
Rex Shakespeare


Committee Members
Richard Birch, Raya Wilkinson, Wilma Vialle.

Nominations were called from the floor for the positions of Liaison Officer, Publicity Officer and a 4th Committee Member.

Wilma Vialle nominated Graeme Lock Lee as Publicity Officer, seconded by Pat Schuberg.  Graeme accepted the position.

Colleen nominated George Khamis as Liaison Officer, seconded by Sandra Elliott.  George accepted the position.

Colleen nominated LaReine Lang as Committee Member, seconded by Rene Chelton.  LaReine accepted the position.

b.
Mark thanked outgoing Equipment Officer Greg Pinchbeck, outgoing Publicity Officer Peter Griffiths and Committee Member Chris May for their contributions throughout the year.

7.  Item on Notice

Resolution:  Vote for and adoption of revised Constitution.

a.  This has been on the NSW website for the past 12 months and a vote is required to pass it.

b.  Electronic banking has been added.

c.  Membership officer’s duties have been updated.

d.  Catering officer and travel officer positions have been removed.

e.  Publicity officer has been introduced.

f.  Internal dispute officer has been introduced.

Vote was taken with result of 42 for and zero against.  The motion was passed.

8.  Next AGM 
to be held on Sunday 30 September 2012 at a venue to be confirmed.

There being no further items of business the meeting closed 2.00 pm.
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